
DENON's	History	of	Excellence		From	its	beginning	in1910	as	a	manufacturer	of	single-side	disc	records	
and	gramophones,	DENON	has	become	a	world	leader	in	the	manufacture	of	high	quality	audio	and	
audio/video	equipment	and	software	products	for	the	entertainment	and	information	industries.	Our	
professional-use	and	consumer-use	equipment	and	software	products	are	recognized	internationally	for	
their	originality	and	standards	of	quality,	durability	and	innovation.		Industry	milestones		1910	
	
  

 

1939   

Developed Japan's f i rst  profess ional-use disc recorder for the broadcast ing industry   

  

 

1951   

Commenced sales of Japan's f i rst  LPrecords   

  

 

1953   

Developed a profess ional-use taperecorder for the broadcast ing industry   

 
  

1959   Commenced commercia l  product ion of open-reel  audio tapes   
  

1962   Introduced the Elepian ser ies ofe lectronics p ianos   
  

1963   Commenced sales of the DL-103 phonocartr idge, one of the longest running products in audioHistory. St i l l  used by 
broadcasters and audiophi les,  i tspawned the development of a ser ies of outstanding MCcartr idges   

  
1964   Commenced sales of audio cassette tapes    

  
1971   Commenced sales of h i- f i  audio components, inc luding turntables, ampl i f iers,  tuners and loudspeakers   

  

 

1972   

Developed the wor ld 's f i rst  PCMdigita l  recorder for regular studio use, thus launching thedig i ta l  audio revolut ion. 
Commenced sales of PCM records.   

  
1977   Received America 's prest ig ious Bi l lboard Magazine "Trend-Setter Award" for DENON's outstanding contr ibut ion to the 

industry through i ts development of PCM dig i ta l  recording   
  

1978   Commenced sales of DENON DX audiocassette tapes    
  

1980   DENON's PCM recording system received the 13th Montreux Internat ional  "Dip lome d'honneur technique" award in 
Switzer land. Establ ished DENON America Inc. in the U.S.A. Completed a new state-of-the-art  recording fac i l i ty   

  

1981   
The Phi l ips/Sony Compact Disc system was announced. Developed the DN-3000FE profess ional-use CD player ( 

1983)   
  

 

1983   

Inaugurated sales of the wor ld 's f i rst  Compact Discs avai lable at reta i l  and led the industry in the introduct ion of 
consumer-use CD players.  Commenced sales of v ideo cassettes on a large scale   

  
1987   DENON introduces the wor ld 's f i rstCD Cart™ Player,  the DN-950F, for the broadcast andprofess ional industr ies.  DENON 

opens i ts second CD press ingplant in Madison, GA   
  

1988   Commenced sales of audio/v ideo ampl i f iers   
  

1989   
DENON's industry- leading Super L inear Converter (SLC) mechanisms replaced by the Real 20-BitSuper L inear Converter.  
Great ly expanded l ine of h i - f i  caraudio components. Completed CD player p lant in Germany. DENONreorganized i ts 
operat ions to ref lect ongoing changes in i tsproduct l ine-up. Establ ished DENON France S.A. Began CD-ROMpremaster ing 
and press ing serv ices.   

  
1990   Three DENON products (CD player,  power ampl i f ier  and cassette deck) won coveted "Diapason d'Or"Component Grand 



Pr ix awards at "Les Journees de la HauteFidel i te '90" h i - f i  show in Par is .  Commenced sales ofhigh-grade portable CD 
players and compact system audiocomponents. Celebrated DENON's 80th anniversary. Centra lResearch Laboratory 
completed in the Kawasaki p lant.    

  
1991   Announced standard DVI p layer,  which enables one-hour p layback of fu l l  mot ion v ideo into a12cm diameter CD. Opened 

a mult imedia studio in the headoff ice.   
  

1992   Developed the ALPHA processor forseparate type CD player.    
  

1994   DENON introduces MiniDisc Cart P layers and MiniDisc Cart Recorders for the broadcast and profess ional industr ies.    
   

 

1995   

DENON del ivers the wor ld 's f i rst  fami ly of MiniDisc products for the broadcast,  DJ and profess ional industr ies.  Del ivered 
the wor ld 's f i rst  Dolby Dig ita l/THX pre-amp/tuner/processor.    

  
1996   DENON ACTIVE MEDIA (DAM) is  formedin At lanta GA. to develop DVD disc press ing business   

  
1997   Introduced and began sales of DVD-2000 Digita l  V ideo Discplayer,  cont inuing act ive ro le in evolut ion of 5"" opt ica l  d isc   
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